
 

Spanish for Healthcare Professionals II 

!Si hablas a un hombre en un idioma que comprende, llegarás a su cabeza. Si le hablas 
en su lengua materna, llegarás a su corazón”  - Nelson Mandela 

   Course Instructor: Alexandra Lopez Vera, PhD  (lopezveraA@cusm.org)

Course Descrip/on: 

The primary goal of this course is to develop proficiency in Medical Spanish at the 
Intermediate-high level (as established by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign 
Languages Proficiency Guidelines, 2012). By the end of this course, students will be able to 
narrate and describe in all major Ome frames using connected discourse of paragraph length. 
Students will also have developed the necessary skills to effecOvely serve hispanic paOents in 
need of medical assistance. With this end in mind, the main focus of this course is on 
meaningful communicaOon, which involves both linguisOc and cultural knowledge. During 
the course, students will conOnue to develop their competencies in the four skills—speaking, 
listening, wriOng, and reading—with a special emphasis on oral communicaOon. We will 
cover grammar structures and vocabulary through a variety of interacOve, contextualized 
acOviOes. Students will be able to manage successfully a number of somehow complicated 
communicaOve tasks in medical seVngs. Intermediate High speakers are able to 
communicate with ease and confidence when dealing with rouOne tasks and social 
situaOons. 

The course Spanish for Healthcare Professionals II will build on skills included in the 
Clinical Clerkship Handbook to provide paOent care that is compassionate, appropriate, and 
effecOve for the promoOon of health and the treatment of health-related problems. (EPA 1-7, 
10-13). 

Required Materials: 

MindTap for Spanish for Medical Personnel Enhanced EdiOon: The Basic 
Spanish Series 24 Months: 

ISBN:  9780357663929. 
Ana C. Jarvis/Raquel Lebredo/Francisco Mena-Ayllón (2014). Second 
Edition. Cengage. 

23

mailto:lopezveraA@cusm.org
https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/guidelines/ACTFLProficiencyGuidelines2012.pdf
https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/guidelines/ACTFLProficiencyGuidelines2012.pdf
https://www.cengage.com/c/spanish-for-medical-personnel-enhanced-edition-the-basic-spanish-series-2e-jarvis/9781285052182/
https://www.cengage.com/c/spanish-for-medical-personnel-enhanced-edition-the-basic-spanish-series-2e-jarvis/9781285052182/


Course Goals: 

During the course students will encouraged to: 

● Work in each Week in pairs, small groups, and one-on-one with the instructor to 
develop their oral skills.    

● Write reports, summaries, and prescripOons to improve their wriOng skills. 
● Listen to several dialogues relaOng to the medical topics of each chapter to develop 

their listening skills. 
● Read selected medical texts in order to develop their reading skills. 
● Develop cultural awareness by learning about hispanic pracOces and perspecOves 

through readings, dialogues, addiOonal research, a special module dedicated to cultural 
competency, and presentaOons. 

Learning Outcomes:  

By successfully compleOng the course, students will be able to: 

● Acquire intermediate Spanish pronunciaOon, grammar, vocabulary and structures that 
will enhance communicaOon with hispanic paOents in medical seVngs. 

● Acquire medical Spanish vocabulary regarding common health concerns. 
● Internalize socio-cultural beliefs and pracOces found among Spanish-

speaking populaOons. 
● Improve rapport-building skills with Spanish-speaking paOents. 
● ParOcipate in spontaneous Spanish conversaOons and discussions . 
● Show self-awareness of own sociocultural competence by reflecOng on the dimensions 

of empathy, openness, and curiosity. 

Assessment and Grading Policy: 

The course will be graded as Pass/Fail. Students are graded under the following system:  
- Pass: 100-70 (C and above)  
- Fail: 69-0 (D and below) 
The assessment and evaluation of the various components of the course is shown below: 

- Class aeendance and parOcipaOon (40%) 
- Medical Spanish homework (30%) 
- Forum Project (30%) 

Class A?endance and Par/cipa/on (40%): 

Class aeendance is expected. Students will be evaluated on their parOcipaOon daily. 
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ParOcipaOon includes being punctual, being prepared, using the target language and 
parOcipaOng enthusiasOcally and aeenOvely. Oral parOcipaOon in all acOviOes is also 
expected, since the Weeks are the only opportuniOes you will have to pracOce your 
interpersonal oral skills. You can only miss 3 large Weeks and 3 peer tutor meeOngs per 
semester without penalty. StarOng with the fourth absence, and regardless of the reasons 
for the first three, one percent point will be subtracted from your final course grade for each 
addiOonal absence. Late arrivals and early departures may also count as absences. 

Medical Spanish Homework (30%): 

Students will complete their Medical Spanish homework online. If they have never 
used the online Medical Spanish plaiorm before, they will need to create an account by 
clicking on the “Create Account” bueon on the right side of the screen. They will be need a 
RegistraOon Code. The amount of homework will be moderate. 

Forum Project (30%): 

 By the end of the course, students will be expected to complete a small forum 
project that will require them to invesOgate an issue in more depth. Each pair of students will 
choose a different medical problem (diabetes, infarto cardiaco, síndrome de intes;no 
irritable, derrame cerebral, etc.), students will work collaboraOvely and research the issue in 
depth. Then, they will present some interesOng findings to their classmates through the 
forum on Canvas. Each student will ask quesOons and/or give feedback to at least two of their 
classmates’ forum projects. Students will be evaluated by: a) their forum entry, b) their 
quesOons to other classmates, c) the answers to the quesOons that they are asked on the 
forum. 

Communica/ons:  

The instructor will respond to inquiries submieed within 24 hours on business days. 
Weekend inquiries will be answered on Monday in the order that they were received. If you 
need addiOonal help in the form of office hours, send an email to the instructor 
(lopezveraA@cusm.org) in order to schedule a virtual meeOng. 
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Sequence: 

WEEK/DATE CONTENTS

7/26/2022 
(Week 1)

Repaso de contenidos

8/2/2022 
(Week 2)

Exámen de genitales

8/9/2022 
(Week 3)

Historial y exámen de genitales 
masculinos
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8/16/2022 
(Week 4)

Historial y exámen de genitales 
masculinos

8/23/2022 
(Week 5)

Exámenes de pecho

8/30/2022 
(Week 6)

Historial sexual

9/6/2022 
(Week 7)

Historial de neonatos

WEEK/DATE CONTENTS

27



9/13/2022 
(Week 8)

OSCE

9/20/2022 
(Week 9)

Historial a adolescentes

9/27/2022 
(Week 10)

Examen de las extremidades 
superiores

10/4/2022 
(Week 11)

Examen de las extremidades inferiores

10/11/2022 
(Week 12)

Examen de craneo

WEEK/DATE CONTENTS
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10/18/2022 
(Week 13)

Historia y examen del sistema 
nervioso I

10/25/2022 
(Week 14)

Historia y examen del sistema 
nervioso II

11/01/2022 
(Week 15) Historia y examen del sistema 

nervioso III

11/08/2022 
(Week 16)

SPANISH OSCE INTENSIVE

11/15/2022 
(Week 17)


WEEK/DATE CONTENTS
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THANKSGIVING 

11/29/2022 
(Week 18)
 SPANISH OSCE INTENSIVE

12/06/2022 
(Week 19)


SPANISH OSCE INTENSIVE

12/13/2022 
(Week 20)


SPANISH OSCE INTENSIVE

WEEK/DATE CONTENTS
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